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NORD HIGHLY SATISFIED WITH WORK
OF SPLIT ENDS, LINEBACKERS
MISSOULA—
Ron Nord, in his first year as an assistant football coach for the University of
Montana, considers himself fortunate.
"Not only am I working my first year with a tremendous staff, but I've got an outstand
ing group of young men to coach," he said Monday.
Nord took over this year for Robert (Pinky) Erickson, who went to Washington State
University following the

1967 season.

Nord had been head basketball coach at Montana for

six seasons.
"At this stage, the split end position looks solid," Nord said.

"A1 Luis has the

inside track on the starting spot, and should get the nod against North Dakota Saturday."
Luis, not overly tall but husky at 5-10, 190, is a junior from Orland, Calif, who
transferred to UM last spring.

He is manning the position held last year by UM's leading

receiver, senior Ron Baines of Tacoma, Wash., who has been switched to slotback.
"A1 has great hands, and does a more than adequate job of blocking," Nord said.

"He's

always been a good short receiver, and now his deep receiving is improving rapidly."
Luis had to recover from a pulled thigh muscle incurred early in fall drills.
Backing up Luis are junior Jim Enos, a 6-0, 190-pounder from Port Angeles, Wash., and
Jack Cloherty, a 6-1,

185 -pound sophomore from Chicago, 1 1 1 .

Enos redshirted with a knee injury last year.

Nord said he has excellent receiving

ability, and is a good deep receiver.
Cloherty, starting quarterback for last year’s frosh squad, was switched early in fall
drills.

Nord said he was moved because of his size and good quickness.
more
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"Jack has to develop the necessary moves, and. he needs blocking 'work, but I think he'll
work into the position well," Nord said.
Nord also noted that backfield shuffling, when finally completed, could bring the
able Baines back to the split end spot.
As far as the linebackers are concerned, Nord started by saying that they were all
"good, solid hitters."
He said that having All-American Bob Beers, the

5 -9 , 210-pound senior from Beaverton,

Ore., to work with actually helps him, since the other linebackers can learn something just
from watching Beers in action.
"Bob puts out harder than any athlete I've ever seen," Nord said.

"He's our defensive

signal caller, and he seems to have a sixth sense about smelling out the next offensive
play coming his way."
The other starting linebacker should be senior Greg Paresa, 6-0, 200 pounds from Kahului, Hawaii.

Nord credited the fiery Hawaiian with better speed and quickness than he had

last season, noting that he has covered the 40-yard dash in less than five seconds this fall.
I ve been impressed with Greg's hustle and eagerness to learn and play," Nord said.
"His overall reaction is improving, as is his pass coverage."
Third in line among linebackers is junior veteran Rich Unruh, 6-0, 190-pounder from
Everett, Wash., who sustained a knee injury during spring drills but apparently has recovered.
Nord credits him with Beers-like defensive sense.
"He seems to be in the right place at the right time," Nord said.

"That was shown

last year against Pacific when he picked off two passes for long returns, one a touchdown."
Unruh was named Big Sky Player of the Week in a reserve role after the Pacific game in
which he returned interceptions for 52 and 56 yards, the shorter for the touchdown.
A pair of sophomores who need experience round out the fine Grizzly linebacking corps.
They are Glen Wysel, 5-10, 195-pounder from Lewistown, and Sandy Cordova, 5 -9 , 200--pounder
from Miami, Fla.
Nord said Wysel has a good head for football but needs work. He added that he is as
eager to learn and work hard as anyone on the squad.
Cordova has been out with a knee injury, and has his work cut out for him. He switched
o linebacker from offensive guard, where he played in high school and as a freshman at UM.
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